


As time and funding permit, these incredible discoveries are 
showcased in the 6000 sq ft Dinosaur Discovery Gallery, 
which adjoins the PRPRC. Exhibits are rotated so that the 
chances of seeing new displays on a return visit are good. 

The main central exhibit is surrounded by numerous displays 
highlighting the incredible diversity of the regional fossil 
assembly, suitable for all ages. The Gallery also contains 
a small theatre and a well-stocked gift shop. Perennially 
popular items include exact replicas of locally found dinosaur 
footprints and tyrannosaur teeth. 

Many visitors enjoy enhancing their gallery experience 
with summer visits to the two dinosaur footprint sites that 
are publicly accessible, via hiking trails maintained by the 
Wolverine Nordic and Mountain Society.

The Flatbed Creek site features deep prints including 
rare dewclaw impressions. A self-guiding brochure is 
available, but a daytime trip with a museum guide is highly 
recommended for a superior experience. The four kilometre 
(return distance) hiking trail is moderately strenuous.

The Wolverine River site features shallower prints with 
exquisitely preserved skin impressions. This makes it uniquely 
suitable for guided nocturnal lantern tours. The low-angled 
lantern light brings out the relief in the prints. This site is for 
guided tours only due to its fragile nature. The one kilometre 
return distance is also rated as moderately strenuous.

DINOSAUR FOOTPRINT TOURSTHE DINOSAUR  
DISCOVERY GALLERY

In 2000 two boys, aged eight and eleven, were tubing down 
Flatbed Creek just below Tumbler Ridge. When they came 
off their tube in rapids, they walked up the rocky riverbank, 
hoping to try the rapids again. On the way they came across, 
and correctly identified, a dinosaur trackway.

This was the crucial event that was the catalyst for helping 
save Tumbler Ridge from extinction when the coal mines 
closed, and which led to the arrival of palaeontologists Rich 
McCrea and Lisa Buckley, who spearheaded the formation of 
the Peace Region Palaeontology Research Centre (PRPRC) in 
Tumbler Ridge. The Dinosaur Discovery Gallery was opened 
in 2007 and reopened in its current more spacious location 
in what was previously the Claude Galibois school in 2010.

Over 700 dinosaur bones have been found, and are 
undergoing preparation in the PRPRC. These include at least 
one articulated crested hadrosaur (lambeosaur) surrounded 
by over forty tyrannosaur teeth. Two megatrackway sites 
have been discovered in the region, in addition to the 
thousands of tracks exposed in the local coal mines. Over 
fifteen hundred fish and marine reptile specimens have been 
removed from the mountains to the PRPRC, making for one 
of the biggest such collections in the world. North of Fort 
St John is a mass burial site of five giant ichthyosaurs that 
contains some of the largest 
fossils known. The PRPRC 
palaeontologists also respond 
to province-wide requests 
to document and preserve 
British Columbia’s fossil 
heritage. One example is 
the only known sample of 
a sauropod (“brontosaur”) 
trackway in Canada, an 
exact replica of which is 
now in this museum’s 
collections.

More recent history

EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS

The PRPRC is the only 
institution of its kind 
in British Columbia. 
The achievements of 
its dedicated staff and 
volunteers in the discovery, 
collection, preparation, 
description and exhibition of the region and the province’s 
palaeontological heritage have resulted in Tumbler Ridge 
becoming the centre of excellence in British Columbia in 
vertebrate palaeontology.  

The PRPRC contains cutting-edge digitization technology, 
a preparation laboratory, and a Collections area that 
boasts almost all of British Columbia’s dinosaur bones, a 
substantial array of dinosaur footprints and trackways, fish 
and marine reptile specimens, and other fossils from the 
region and province.

Some of the interesting discoveries have been made by 
visitors to the area. These include a number of dinosaur 
trackway sites as well as individual footprints and a dinosaur 
bone site. The staff of the PRPRC greatly appreciates being 
informed of such finds, which should be photographed, 
along with an accurate measurement of location (ideally 
GPS), left undisturbed, and brought to the attention of the 
PRPRC: 250-242-3466.

The PRPRC palaeontologists and the Tumbler Ridge 
Museum Foundation have contributed substantially at 
a provincial level to the Fossil Management Framework, 
which aims to provide an adequate level of protection to 
fossils in British Columbia.

ONGOING DISCOVERIES
THE PEACE REGION 
PALAEONTOLOGY RESEARCH 
CENTRE

The Tumbler Ridge Museum 
Foundation runs a variety of 
educational activities for kids 
aged 7-13. These popular 
camps allow parents to 
enjoy other Tumbler Ridge 
attractions such as the many 
hiking trails, waterfalls and 
recreational facilities.

These activities all vary according to season, weather 
conditions, creek levels, and funding and staffing levels. 

Please check out www.trmf.ca or call 250-242-3466 
for current information on fees, schedules and hours of 
operation for the Dinosaur Discovery Gallery, Footprint Tours 
and Educational Programs.

(Rodger Legault)


